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Resonance of Remembrance: 
What I Learned About Writing a Memoir

Paragraph #1: Introduction
· What did you create for your final product?
· For the project, Resonance of Remembrance, I wrote a memoir about (briefly explain what your memoir was about) ________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

· What was the purpose of this memoir? 
· The purpose of this memoir was to ______________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

· Thesis Statement: What did you learn? 
· Through this project, I learned how to (insert the strategy from the first paragraph) ______________________________________________________, (insert the strategy from the second paragraph) ________________________________________________________ _______________________________________, and how to add sound to enhance a story.


First Body Paragraph (Paragraph #2): O’Brien’s Writing Strategies
· In class, we discussed many strategies that Tim O’Brien used to write a great memoir. 
1. Describing the setting in the exposition
1. Describing a character’s physical appearance
1. Describing a character’s physical reaction to an event (how they looked).
1. Describing  a character’s emotional reaction to an event (how they felt)
1. Adding dialogue with quotation marks. 
1. Repeating key phrases or events that he wants the reader to pay close attention to. 
1. Using the story arc--exposition, rising action, climax, falling action and resolution
1. Using metaphors to show emotional truth
1. Showing actions rather than telling opinions
1. Getting straight to the point (including only necessary description/abiding by a restricted memoir length). 
1. Strategy #1: Which of Tim O’Brien’s strategies (listed above) helped you in terms of writing a great memoir? 
1. One strategy that helped me when I wrote my memoir was __________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

· Where does O’Brien use this strategy in the book, The Things They Carried? 
· Tim O’Brien used this strategy in the book, The Things They Carried, when he talked about (briefly summarize the part where O’Brien used the strategy) ____________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· He wrote (insert a quote where he used the strategy), “________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.” 

· How did you use that strategy in your memoir? Use a quote from your memoir as evidence. 
· I used this strategy when I wrote about (briefly summarize the part where you used the strategy) ____________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· I wrote (insert a quote where you used the strategy), “_________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.” 

· Why do you think that this strategy made your memoir better?
· By (insert the strategy you used) _________________________________________________ ______________________________________, I was able to __________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Paragraph #3: Second Writing Strategy
· Strategy #2 (new paragraph): What other Tim O’Brien strategy helped you to write a great memoir? 
· Another strategy that helped me when I wrote my memoir was _______________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

· Where does O’Brien use this strategy in the book, The Things They Carried? 
· Tim O’Brien used this strategy when he talked about (briefly summarize the part where O’Brien used the strategy) _______________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· He wrote (insert a quote where he used the strategy), “_______________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.” 

· How did you use that strategy in your memoir? Use a quote from your memoir as evidence. 
· I used this strategy when I wrote about (briefly summarize the part where you used the strategy) ____________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· I wrote (insert a quote where you used the strategy), “_________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.” 

· Why do you think that this strategy made your memoir better?
· By (insert the strategy you used) _________________________________________________ ______________________________________, I was able to _________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Paragraph #4: Using Sound Effectively:
· In addition to incorporating O’Brien’s writing strategies, the sounds that we included in our memoirs greatly enhanced the stories we told. 
· What was the most effective sound that you included in your memoir?
· The most effective sound I used was ____________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________. 

· How did you use this sound? 
· I used this sound when I was describing _________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

· Why do you think this sound enhanced your memoir? 
· In my opinion, this sound enhanced this part of my memoir because _________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Paragraph #5: Final Paragraph (Conclusion—so what/who cares?)
· Choose one question to answer: 
· Why did this memoir or project matter? 
· Why should people care about others’ real-life stories?
· What writing strategy was most valuable and why? 
By listening to others’ memoirs and writing my own, I  realized that ______________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


