Name: __________________________________
“Helping” Others: What does “help” really look like? 
Directions: Write an academic summary for each of the articles in this packet. An academic summary answers three questions:
1. WHAT: What is the author’s argument or main point? 
2. HOW: How does the author support that argument or main point? 
3. WHY: Why did the author write about this argument? 
Your summary should be detailed enough so that a person who has not read the text can tell specifically what it is about and what kind of text it is. 
Article #1
Title: _________________________________
_____________________________________ (title of text), by _____________________________ (author’s last full name) is about ________________________________________________________________ (fill in some context or an overview of what the text is about). In this article, _________________________________ (author’s last name) argues that ________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (fill in the author’s main point (the what) in the text, in your own words. If the author makes a lot of points, focus on the ONE point that seems most important). 

______________________________________ (author’s last name) supports this point by ________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (discuss HOW the author supports his or her main points – what evidence does the author give that backs up the main point?) The author states, ________________________________________________________________  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (Insert the direct words (quote) where you see the author supporting the main point). 

_______________________________________ (author’s last name) wrote this text to ___________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (explain WHY you think the author wrote this text—why was the main point important to them? OR, how is this message different from the message we usually hear?)
Article #2
Title: _________________________________
WHAT:
_____________________________________ (title of text), by _____________________________ (author’s last full name) is about ________________________________________________________________ (fill in some context or an overview of what the text is about). 
In this article, _________________________________ (author’s last name) argues that __________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (fill in the author’s main point (the what) in the text, in your own words. If the author makes a lot of points, focus on the ONE point that seems most important). 

HOW:
______________________________________ (author’s last name) supports this point by ________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (discuss HOW the author supports his or her main points – what evidence does the author give that backs up the main point?) The author states, ________________________________________________________________  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (Insert the direct words (quote) where you see the author supporting the main point). 

WHY:
_______________________________________ (author’s last name) wrote this text to ___________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (explain WHY you think the author wrote this text—why was the main point important to them? OR, how is this message different from the message we usually hear?)





Article #3
Title: _________________________________
WHAT:
_____________________________________ (title of text), by _____________________________ (author’s last full name) is about ________________________________________________________________ (fill in some context or an overview of what the text is about). 
In this article, _________________________________ (author’s last name) argues that __________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (fill in the author’s main point (the what) in the text, in your own words. If the author makes a lot of points, focus on the ONE point that seems most important). 

HOW:
______________________________________ (author’s last name) supports this point by ________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (discuss HOW the author supports his or her main points – what evidence does the author give that backs up the main point?) The author states, ________________________________________________________________  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (Insert the direct words (quote) where you see the author supporting the main point). 

WHY:
_______________________________________ (author’s last name) wrote this text to ___________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (explain WHY you think the author wrote this text—why was the main point important to them? OR, how is this message different from the message we usually hear?)



Article #4
Title: _________________________________
WHAT:
_____________________________________ (title of text), by _____________________________ (author’s full name) is about ________________________________________________________________ (fill in some context or an overview of what the text is about). 
In this article, _________________________________ (author’s last name) argues that ___________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (fill in the author’s main point (the what) in the text, in your own words. If the author makes a lot of points, focus on the ONE point that seems most important). 

HOW:
______________________________________ (author’s last name) supports this point by ________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (discuss HOW the author supports his or her main points – what evidence does the author give that backs up the main point?) The author states, ________________________________________________________________  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (Insert the direct words (quote) where you see the author supporting the main point). 

WHY:
_______________________________________ (author’s last name) wrote this text to ___________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (explain WHY you think the author wrote this text—why was the main point important to them? OR, how is this message different from the message we usually hear?)



